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EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT

‘I couldn’t face the prospect of my child growing up and asking me,
years later, whatl had done, and having to say: “Nothing.”’

- Gcao uator LESUE e Every day we surveyed
evidence of killings:
The conflict in Darfur
knows no rules of war

MY CAMERA
DA R F U R el
NEARLY ENOUGH
OUR HELICOPTER TOUCHED DOWN in a clowd of camel-
brown sand, dust and plastic debris. As the choud gradually
settled into new layers on the bone-dry desert landscape,
we could make out the faces of terrified villagers, “Wel-

come to Sudan,” [ murmured o myself, grabbing my pen
and waterproof notebook.

A former Marine, 1 had arrived in Sudan's Darfur region
in September 2004 as one of three LS. military observers
for the African Union, armed only with a pen, pad and cam-
ern, The mandate for the ALL force allowed merely for the
reporting of ceasefire violations and the protection of ob-
servers. The ohsekrvd-
. - ot . ers sometimes joke
LESLIE THOMAS saysit was Brian Steidle’s photo at the right morbidly that our
. \ mri;sl'-on lms :-u mn;h

‘thi nsni ine i endlessly for the §
ofthis page that inspired her to act. "Something in me snapped, ety B
stantly failed to find. |

she explains. “That gashin her back is blood and flesh.” soon realized that this
Though a world away from the humanitarian crisis in Sudan,

gun nearly 114 years
earlier and had esca-

the Chicago mother wanted to do something to move people lated inte o full-scale
Eovernment-spon-
beyond abstract statistics - conservative estimates suggest fﬁ.’;".’,‘.‘:}‘,‘“{.ﬁ&"ﬁ'.?;
. - rt of Arab mili-
200,000 have been killed - to see the fathers, mothers and children 5L- v as the Jan-
e
. 1} 1
of Darfur, :,’2, ":ub;iﬁl"c“m“_ WhadRwris Tirseey [
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